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Very Rev. James Donohue, C.S.C. 

 
 Here I feel the need of explaining the part played in our history by the venerable and saintly 

Father James Dujarié, Founder of the Brothers of Saint Joseph in Ruillé -sur-Loir. It was uniting the 

Brothers of Saint Joseph to the Auxiliary Priests of Le Mans that Father Moreau founded the 

Congregation of Holy Cross. At the command of Bishop Bouvier, his Ordinary, and at the request of 

Father Dujarié, Father Moreau took over the direction of the Brothers of Saint Joseph in 1835. The full 

consequences of this action no one of the three foresaw, though all three wished the priests to help form 

the brothers to the religious and the intellectual life. Father Dujarié had long desired to unite priests to 

his brothers. In a letter addressed to him shortly after his resignation by Father Moreau and thirty-six 

brothers we read:  

We will never forget the fatherly tenderness with which you spoke to us for the last time in the 

little chapel where our Congregation was born, nor the generous sacrifices that you continue to 

make to support our tottering community. You strip yourself of your possessions in order to 

establish our institute on broader and more solid foundations conformable to the designs you 

yourself conceived from the beginning, desiring to unite your community of brothers to that of 

the Auxiliary priests.” 

But, neither Father Dujarié nor Father Moreau foresaw the close and intimate union of priests and 

brothers under the same rules and superiors which God was to bring about through Father Moreau’s 

instrumentality 

Bishop Bouvier had some vague idea of priests and brother collaborating, as I have just said, but he had 

no sympathy whatever with the idea of union which Father Moreau strove to realize in obedience to the 

divine inspiration. When Father Moreau sought papal approval for his idea of union, Bishop Bouvier 

became its open and avowed opponent at Rome. It was only after Bishop Bouvier’s death that Father 

Moreau was able to obtain Rome approval for his Institute.  

Father Dujarié spent his last years at Le Mans in the midst of his beloved children, encouraging and 

helping his successor by his advice and prayers. He died in 1838, and from his throne in Heaven, must 
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have continued to aid Father Moreau by his powerful intercession during the long and trying years until 

1857 when definitive papal approval was finally given to the Congregation of Holy Cross. The debt of 

Holy Cross to Father Dujarié  is very great. His prayers, labors, and sufferings were responsible for one 

of the two elements from which our Congregation is formed. We should revere his memory, imitate his 

virtues and pray for his canonization. In all our houses, his likeness should have its place of honor. I 

close this brief reference to Father Dujarié  by quoting our Founder’s beautiful tribute to him: 

Everything leads us to believe that this noble soul, who did and suffered so much for the glory 

of God, has found in the bosom of Divine Mercy the reward of all his labors. We cannot think 

otherwise when we consider his long career of seventy-one years, so full of good works; his 

lively faith, which sustained him in the midst of so many trying circumstances without allowing 

his to be frightened by the prospect of persecution; his unshakable confidence in God’s merciful 

Providence, which impelled him to undertake two important foundations with hardly any 

human means; and his spirit of love, which suggested to him pious projects for the glory of his 

Divine Master, the sanctification of His flock, and the salvation of youth by the founding of 

truly Christian schools.  

Of a truth, God must have extended a glad welcome to this priest after His own Heart, whose 

memory is held in benediction by the little ones of Christ’s flock and revered by the sick who 

are tended by his Sisters of Providence and whose benefits to you, my dear Brothers, will be 

worthily appreciated only in eternity. 

James. W. Donohue, C.S.C, 

Superior General 
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