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Moreau always maintained that the joining of the Brothers of St. Joseph with his 

Auxiliary Priests was in conformity with Dujarié’s intentions for the brothers.”1  Dujarié had 
envisioned a society of priests to lead the Brothers of St. Joseph and the Sisters of 
Providence.  That said, it would be inaccurate to conclude that Moreau’s contribution was 
simply to bring to fruition what Dujarié never could.  The association that Moreau formed at 
Holy Cross bore his unique stamp, particularly when it came to being an expressly religious 
community, living the vows of poverty, chastity and obedience.2  Although the Brothers of 
St. Joseph had an annual promise of obedience, which not all took, Dujarié never permitted 
them to profess religious vows.3  Moreau had encouraged the brothers to profess vows since 
1832 because he saw religious life as a means not only of stabilizing, but also energizing their 
community.4  Once having assumed leadership in 1835, Moreau moved quickly to have them 
profess religious vows, with the first brothers professing perpetual vows at their 1836 retreat.5  
Moreau had more obstacles to overcome in gaining permission for the priests and sisters to 
profess vows, yet on August 15, 1840, Bishop Bouvier received Moreau’s own perpetual 
profession.  Later that evening, four Auxiliary Priests, including Fr. Edward Sorin, made their 
profession.6  The first profession of vows by the sisters came in 1843.7 

The religious life, with its communal living of the vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience, was central to Moreau’s vision for Holy Cross.  It marks two other significant 
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departures in his vision from that of Dujarié.  First, whereas Dujarié’s vision of the mission 
field remained local, responding to the immediate and immense needs that pressed upon him 
in the wake of the French Revolution, Moreau’s vision, like his understanding of the Church, 
was international.  Although, at the time, Holy Cross was an association of diocesan right and 
thus subject to the authority of the local bishop, Moreau began sending his priests and 
brothers to missions outside of France in 1840, a short three years after the Fundamental Act 
of Union.8  The first sisters sent on international mission left to the United States in 1843.9 

Second, as previously mentioned, Dujarié had envisioned a society of priests to 
govern the Brothers of St. Joseph and the Sisters of Providence.  At this time in the Church in 
France, such a vision was not uncommon.  There were other associations that were 
comprised, at least loosely, of societies of priests, brothers and sisters.10  Moreau’s 
contribution was to envision, notwithstanding the role of the priests as ecclesiastical 
superiors, a common dignity among the members of the institute—an equality rooted not only 
in their shared religious life, but also in the models of the Holy Trinity and the Holy Family 
that Moreau held up for his association and its union.  Accordingly, for Moreau, the priests, 
brothers, and sisters, in different, yet complementary ways, were all to share in the work 
entrusted to the association.11 
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